
Mission Statement 

“Dalserf Church exists to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ through the preaching of the 

word and witness of every member” 

 

All Welcome 
 

Worship at Dalserf Church is at 

11.30am  Sundays , all year through. 
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Prayer for Others 
 

May the light of God surround you, 

May the love of God enfold you, 

May the power of God protect you, 

May God place his healing hands upon 

you and heal you quickly, 

May the presence of God watch over you, 

Wherever your God is,    

 

We ask the congregation 

of Dalserf to keep the    

following in their thoughts 

and prayers, 

Georgie Wells 

David Wells 

Both are suffering from poor 
hearing and eyesight 

 
www.dalserf.org.uk   CHARITY SC016156   www.facebook.com/dalserfchurch  
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 òMy grace is all you need, for my power is the greatest when you are weak.ó 

( 2 Corinthians 12:9 )  

Dear friends, 

A Future Full of Grace 

ΖHe who began a good work in you will carry it on to           

completion.Η, Philippians 1:6 

One of the great joys of ministry is the privilege of walking 

alongside one another through life. As a church family, we 

share in moments of deep sorrow and great celebration, and in 

all of it, we see glimpses of GodΔs faithfulness at work among 

us. 

It is now three years since I first started as Locum Minister here at Dalserf and I have 

loved them all. And in this time, I have been encouraged by what is happening here. There is 

a quiet but unmistakable sense that God is at work in our midst. Even in the last few weeks, 

we have welcomed new faces into our congregation, people who are beginning to find a place 

within our church family. We have celebrated the joy of baby baptism, reminding us of GodΔs 

covenant promises and the new life He brings. 

On the 5th of April we welcomed baby Vera Boyle, on the 19th of April baby Sunny Little and 

on the 26th of April Ellie Jardine all to be baptised. It was lovely to welcome their families 

and friends to witness and celebrate the sacrament.  

On Sunday 30th of March we welcomed Shannon Kilday 

into membership as she proclaimed her faith.  

We have also seen new elders step forward, willing to 

serve, shepherd, and care for others with faithfulness 

and humility. 

Also, on Sunday 30th of March we welcomed Hazel 

Blair, Graeme McCulloch and Robert Wilson into the 

office of  Elders in our church. 

We also celebrated the wedding of Ruth Rastall and 

Tom Wilson on 15th of April. 

It is also great to hear of the engagement of two of 

our members, Margaret Grove and Billy Kent.  

These are not trivial things. They are signs of life, 

growth, and hope. 

 
ƃ    Pastoral Letter 

 

 



 

 

 ò I can do all things through him who strengthens me.ó 

( Philippians 4:13 )   

 
ǃ    Pastoral Letter 

And yet, as we give thanks for all of this, we remind ourselves of something even more      

important. The strength of our church is not found simply in numbers, activities, or even in 

the good relationships we enjoy. These are gifts, but they are not the centre. Jesus Christ is 

the centre. 

It is so easy, even in the life of the church, to lose sight of that. We can become focused on 

what we are building, what we are achieving, or how things appear to be going.               

But Scripture gently calls us back: ΖI planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.Η   

1 Corinthians 3:6. We play our part, but it is God who brings life. 

That truth is not a burden; it is a great freedom.  

It frees us to welcome others without pressure, to serve without striving, and to lead  

without feeling that everything depends on us. It allows us to rejoice in what God is doing 

without needing to claim it as our own work. We are simply called to be faithful, to love, to 

serve, and to point one another to Jesus. 

As we look ahead, there is much to be excited about. New people are coming. New leaders are 

emerging. New opportunities for ministry are opening up before us. But the heart of our   

calling remains the same: to be a people who reflect the love of Christ and gently guide    

others towards Him. 

So let us continue to invest in one another. Let us take time to speak, to listen, to pray, and 

to care. Let us welcome those who are new and support those who are struggling. And in  

everything, let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the one who is building His church. 

The future of Dalserf Parish Church is not something we need to fear or control. It is   

something we can step into with confidence and joy, knowing that God is already at work 

ahead of us. 

We are not called to carry the weight of transformation. We are simply called to be faithful in 

pointing to the One who transforms. 

Fiona 

May Diary 

On Sunday 5th of May at 2pm I will be leading the annual Douglas Conventicle. 

Between Friday 15th of May and Monday 18th of May I will be attending the Church of 

Scotland Assembly in Edinburgh. 

Decisions there will affect the church within Scotland and no doubt here in Dalserf so        

remember to pray for all the commissioners who have this responsibility.  

On the 31st of May I would also encourage you to attend our ΖSongs of Praise in the ValleyΗ 

evening service which will feature ΖSummer BrassΗ. These evenings are always special, and it 

would be great to have you come along.   



 

 The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and    

I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him.  ( Exodus 15:2 )  

 

Bible & Hymn Study:  

A Reflection on Romans 5:6ΐ11. and CH4 396               

ΖAnd Can I BeΗ 

 

 

The hymn ΖAnd Can It Be That I Should GainΗ by Charles Wesley is one many of us 

know well. It is full of energy and joy, yet it begins with a question that feels deeply 

personal: ΖAnd can it beΝ?Η  It is the question of someone who is almost overwhelmed 

by what they have discovered. 

Have you ever received something so generous that it left you wondering why it was 

given to you? Perhaps a kindness you did not expect, or forgiveness you did not feel you 

deserved. That sense of surprise and gratitude lies at the heart of this hymn. 

The words of the hymn connect closely with the message found in Romans 5:6ΐ11.       

In that passage, we are told something remarkable about GodΔs love. It says that 

Ζwhile we were still weak,Η and Ζwhile we were still sinners,Η Christ died for us. God did 

not wait until we had sorted ourselves out or proved ourselves worthy. His love came 

first.  

The hymn expresses this in one of its most memorable lines: 

ΖAmazing love! how can it be,  

that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?Η 

These are not just words of belief, but words of wonder. They invite us to pause and  

reflect on the depth of what Christ has done. 

As the hymn continues, it tells the story of Jesus leaving heaven and entering our world. 

It speaks of Him laying aside His glory and coming to bring mercy to those who could not 

save themselves. This echoes the picture we find elsewhere in the Bible, of Christ  

humbling Himself and giving His life for us. 

Then the hymn moves to a powerful image of change: 

ΖMy chains fell off, my heart was free.Η 

It is a simple picture, but one that speaks clearly. Many people know what it feels like 

to be weighed down, by guilt, by regret, or by things they cannot seem to change.     

The message of the gospel is that, through Christ, those burdens do not have the final 

word. There is forgiveness, and there is freedom.  

 
Ƽ    Bible Study 

 



 
 

 

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.  

( Ephesians 6:10 )  

 
ņ    Bible Study 

The hymn goes on to say: 

ΖNo condemnation now I dread.Η 

These words reflect the assurance that comes from being reconciled to God.         

The   distance between us and Him has been removed. What once caused fear is     

replaced with peace. We are welcomed, not because of what we have done, but       

because of what Christ has done for us. 

A personal reflection  

As you read these words, you might like to pause and think about your own response. 

For many of us, the message of the cross is something we have heard many times. 

Because it is so familiar, we can sometimes lose the sense of wonder that it once 

held. The hymn gently invites us to ask the question again: ΖCan it really be?Η 

Perhaps you are someone who struggles to believe that GodΔs love could truly be for 

you. Or perhaps you have known this truth for many years but need to be reminded 

of its depth and meaning. 

The good news of the gospel is that Christ died not for the deserving, but for the 

undeserving. His love reaches out to each of us, just as we are. And when we receive 

that love, it begins to change us, from the inside out. 

Maybe today is an opportunity to pause and rediscover that sense of amazement.   

To reflect again on the love of Christ, and to let that truth bring both comfort and 

joy. 

ΖAmazing love! how can it beΝΗ  

It is a question we may never fully answer, but one we can continue to live in. 

 

A short prayer 

 

Loving Father, 

thank you for your amazing and generous love shown to us in Jesus. 

Thank you that he died for us, even when we were far from you. 

Help us never to lose the wonder of your grace, 

and to live each day in the freedom and peace you give. 

In Jesus name, 

Amen 



 
   Girls Brigade 

 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.  

( 1 Corinthians 16:13  ) 
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 The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God,      

and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. ( Exodus 15:2 )  
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 Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His presence continually!  

( 1 Chronicles 16:11 )  
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Union Update 

We would like to keep the congregation informed of progress regarding the proposed 
union with Larkhall New Parish Church. 

The five elders appointed to represent Dalserf have now met together to begin           
preparing for the discussions ahead. This initial meeting provided an opportunity to    
reflect on the information received from Presbytery and to consider how best to         
represent the views and priorities of Dalserf. 

As yet, no joint meeting has taken place with representatives from Larkhall New Parish 
Church. At the time of writing, a date for the first meeting between the two groups has 
not yet been agreed but is likely to be sometime in May. 

Please continue to keep this process in your prayers and especially remember the        
members of the working group as they prepare for these important conversations. 

 Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 

help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.   ( Isaiah 41:10  )  

 
ĳ    Union Update 
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ÑőŔƚЮŔƚЮċũƽċǃƚЮċЮƻĲƖǃЮƓŸƓƨũċƖЮĲƻĲŰƣЮċŰĬЮƚĲċƣŔŰŊЮĦċŰЮĤĲĦŸůĲЮƚŸůĲƽőċƣЮũŔůŔƣĲĬдЮfŉЮǃŸƨЮƽŔƚőЮ
ƣŸЮċƣƣĲŰĬЮƣőŔƚЮŉƨŰĦƣŔŸŰЮŔƣЮŔƚЮŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣеЮŉŸƖЮĦċƣĲƖŔŰŊЮƓƨƖƓŸƚĲƚеЮƣőċƣЮǃŸƨЮŊŔƻĲЮǃŸƨƖЮŰċůĲЮƣŸЮ
ÉőĲĲŰċЮ ƖĦőŔĤċũĬЮċƚЮƚŸŸŰЮċƚЮƓŸƚƚŔĤũĲд 

7ƖƨĦĲ 
 

~ċŰǃЮÑőċŰťƚ 

~ċƖŊċƖĲƣЮċŰĬЮfЮƽŔƚőЮƣŸЮƣőċŰťЮĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲЮŉŸƖЮƣőĲŔƖЮŊŸŸĬЮƽŔƚőĲƚе ЮĦċƖĬƚЮċŰĬЮŊŔŉƣƚЮƖĲĦĲŔƻĲĬЮĤǃЮƨƚЮ
ŸŰЮƣőĲЮŸĦĦċƚŔŸŰЮŸŉЮŸƨƖЮĲŰŊċŊĲůĲŰƣд  

EƻĲƖǃƣőŔŰŊЮŔƚЮƻĲƖǃЮůƨĦőЮċƓƓƖĲĦŔċƣĲĬд  

7ŔũũǃЮuĲŰƣ  
 

ÑőĲЮ7ċƓƣŔƚůЮŸŉЮéĲƖċЮÂŸƓƓǃЮ ŰŰĲЮ7ŸǃũĲ 

EċƚƣĲƖЮÉƨŰĬċǃЮƽċƚЮůċĬĲЮĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃЮůĲůŸƖċĤũĲЮƽőĲŰЮƣőĲЮƚċĦƖċůĲŰƣЮŸŉЮĤċƓƣŔƚůЮŉŸƖЮéĲƖċЮ
ÂŸƓƓǃЮ ŰŰĲЮ7ŸǃũĲЮƣŸŸťЮƓũċĦĲЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮƓƖĲƚĲŰĦĲЮŸŉЮőĲƖЮƓċƖĲŰƣƚеЮxŸƨŔƚĲЮċŰĬЮÅŸƚƚеЮċũŸŰŊЮƽŔƣőЮ
ƣőĲŔƖЮŉċůŔũǃЮċŰĬЮŉƖŔĲŰĬƚд 

sċŰĲƣ 
 

ÑőĲЮ]ƨŔũĬ 

§ƨƖЮũċƚƣЮůĲĲƣŔŰŊЮƣŸŸťЮƓũċĦĲЮŸŰЮƣőĲЮΤΨƣőЮ ƓƖŔũЮƽőŔĦőЮƽċƚЮŸƨƖЮĦũŸƚŔŰŊЮƚŸĦŔċũЮƽőĲŰЮƽĲЮƽĲƖĲЮ
ĲŰƣĲƖƣċŔŰĲĬЮĤǃЮÉƨůůĲƖЮ7Ɩċƚƚ 

EƻĲŰЮƣőŸƨŊőЮŊƨŔũĬЮŔƚЮǯŰŔƚőĲĬЮŉŸƖЮƣőĲЮƚƨůůĲƖЮxŔũǃЮċŰĬЮfЮƽŔũũЮĤĲЮĤƨƚǃЮůċťŔŰŊЮƨƓЮƽőċƣЮƽĲЮ
őŸƓĲЮƽŔũũЮĤĲЮċЮƻċƖŔĲĬЮċŰĬЮĲŰƣĲƖƣċŔŰŔŰŊЮƚǃũũċĤƨƚЮŉŸƖЮΥΣΥΩЮфΥΣΥΪ 

ÅĲŊċƖĬƚЮ ŰŰĲ 
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Ų    Dalserf Kidsȴ Zone 

 

Dalserf Kidsõ Zone 
 

 

òMy eventful trip to Damascusó  

By Saul (as told to you!) 

 

 

My name is Saul, and I want to tell you about 

the day my life changed forever. 

I thought I was doing the right thing. I really did. I loved God, and I wanted 

to serve Him. But I did not believe that Jesus was Godõs Son. In fact,           

I didnõt like the   people who followed Jesus at all. I tried to stop them, and 

I was not kind to them. 

Looking back now, I can see I was wrong, but at the time, I was so sure I was 

right. 

One day, I was travelling to a city called Damascus. I had letters that gave 

me permission to find followers of Jesus and bring them back as prisoners.   

I was determined to stop them. 

But something happened on that road that I will never forget. 

Suddenly, a bright light from heaven flashed all around me. It was so       

powerful that I fell to the ground. I covered my eyes, but it was no use. 

Then I heard a voice calling my name. 

òSaul, Saul, why are you against me?ó 

I was shaking. I didnõt understand. òWho are you, Lord?ó I asked. 

The voice answered, òI am Jesus, whom you are against.ó 

Jesus! The very one I had been fighting against. 

 
"Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength."  ( Nehemiah 8:10 )  

 



 

 

 "My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever."  

( Psalm 73:26 )   

 
ƃǝ    Dalserf Kidsȴ Zone 

In that moment, everything I thought I knew was turned upside down. 

When I stood up, I opened my eyes, but I couldnõt see. The light had blinded 

me. My friends had to take my hand and lead me into Damascus. For three 

days, I was blind. I didnõt eat or drink. I just sat quietly, thinking and praying. 

Then a man named Ananias came to see me. He was one of Jesusõ followers, 

the kind of person I had wanted to arrest. But instead of being afraid or    

angry, he came because Jesus told him to. 

He placed his hands on me and said, òBrother Saul, Jesus has sent me so that 

you may see again.ó 

Right away, something like scales fell from my eyes, and I could see! 

But the biggest change was not in my eyes, it was in my heart. 

I believed in Jesus. I was baptised, and I began telling others about Him.  

The one I had been against became the one I loved and followed. 

I learned that no one is too far away from Jesus. If He could forgive and 

change me, He can do the same for anyone. 

A Little Note from Me (Saul!) 

Hello again! Itõs me, Saulé although many 

people now call me Paul! 

You see, I actually had two names. Saul 

was my Jewish name, and Paul was my   

Roman name. As I began travelling to   

different places and telling lots of new 

people about Jesus, I started using the 

name Paul more often. 

If you would like to read my story in the     

Bible, you can find it in Acts chapter 9.  

Next month we will hear from Paul again 

and see what else happened to him. 

  

 



 

 
Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God       

who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.  ( Deuteronomy 31:6 )  
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Items for June              

Newsletter 
 

 

If you have any news or             

information that you wish to 

submit for the newsletter for 

June 2026,   

please contact the editor by                                                     

Sun 17th May 2026 

Fabric Convener 
Robert Wilson 

 littlegill413@gmail.com  
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ÑƖĲċƚƨƖĲƖ 

ìŸƨũĬЮůĲůĤĲƖƚЮƓũĲċƚĲЮŰŸƣĲЮƣőċƣЮċƣЮƣőĲЮuŔƖťЮÉĲƚƚŔŸŰЮůĲĲƣŔŰŊЮŸŰЮƣőĲЮΪƣőЮ ƓƖŔũЮΥΣΥΩеЮ7ƖƨĦĲЮ
ƖĦőŔĤċũĬЮŔŰĬŔĦċƣĲĬЮőŔƚЮƖĲƣŔƖċũЮŉƖŸůЮƣőĲЮƓŸƚƣЮŸŉЮƣƖĲċƚƨƖĲƖЮŸŉЮ?ċũƚĲƖŉЮ9őƨƖĦőеЮċƚЮŸŉЮΤƚƣЮ~ċǃЮ

ΥΣΥΩд 

7ƖƨĦĲЮƽċƚЮĬĲũŔŊőƣĲĬЮƣŸЮƓƖŸƓŸƚĲЮƣőċƣЮ~ċƖŊċƖĲƣЮ7ċŔũũŔĲЮƣċťĲЮƨƓЮƣőĲЮƓŸƚƣЮ ŉƖŸůЮƣőċƣЮĬċƣĲЮеЮċŰĬЮ
ƚőĲЮőċƚЮƖĲċĬŔũǃЮċŊƖĲĲĬЮƣŸЮĬŸЮƚŸдЮÑőĲЮÉĲƚƚŔŸŰЮċƓƓƖŸƻĲĬЮƣőĲЮƓƖŸƓŸƚċũЮƽŔƣőЮůƨĦőЮƓũĲċƚƨƖĲЮ
ċŰĬЮĦŸŰǯĬĲŰĦĲд 

~ċƖŊċƖĲƣЮőċƚЮċĦƣĲĬЮċƚЮĬĲƓƨƣǃЮƣƖĲċƚƨƖĲƖЮŉŸƖЮƚŸůĲЮůŸŰƣőƚЮċŰĬЮŔƚЮŉƨũũǃЮċĦƕƨċŔŰƣĲĬЮƽŔƣőЮ
ůƨĦőЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮƽŸƖťдЮìŔƣőЮőĲƖЮfÑЮċŰĬЮĦŸůƓƨƣĲƖЮƚťŔũũƚЮƣőĲЮǯŰċŰĦĲƚЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮ9őƨƖĦőЮƽŔũũЮċĬƻċŰĦĲЮ
ŔŰƣŸЮƣőĲЮůŸĬĲƖŰЮĲƖċд 

ÑőĲЮÉĲƚƚŔŸŰЮƽŔƚőЮőĲƖЮƽĲũũЮŔŰЮƣőŔƚЮŰĲƽЮƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰЮċŰĬЮƖĲƚƓŸŰƚŔĤŔũŔƣǃд 

7ƖƨĦĲ 

 

ìŔƣőЮ?ĲĲƓĲƚƣЮÉǃůƓċƣőǃ 

fƣЮŔƚЮƽŔƣőЮĬĲĲƓЮƚċĬŰĲƚƚЮƣőċƣЮƽĲЮċŰŰŸƨŰĦĲЮƣőĲЮƓċƚƚŔŰŊЮŸŉЮ~ŔƚƚЮ~ċƖŊċƖĲƣЮÂċƣĲƖƚŸŰЮŸŰЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ
ΤΣЮ~ċƖĦőЮΥΣΥΩдЮЮ ЮŉċŔƣőŉƨũЮůĲůĤĲƖЮŸŉЮ?ċũƚĲƖŉЮÂċƖŔƚőЮ9őƨƖĦőЮŉŸƖЮůċŰǃЮǃĲċƖƚеЮ~ċƖŊċƖĲƣЮƽŔũũЮ
ĤĲЮŊƖĲċƣũǃЮůŔƚƚĲĬдЮЮìĲЮĲǂƣĲŰĬЮŸƨƖЮőĲċƖƣŉĲũƣЮĦŸŰĬŸũĲŰĦĲƚЮƣŸЮőĲƖЮũŸŰŊ ƣŔůĲЮƓċƖƣŰĲƖеЮŉċůŔũǃеЮ
ċŰĬЮŉƖŔĲŰĬƚд 

sċŰĲƣ 

 

 ĲƽЮEũĬĲƖƚ 

ìĲЮċƖĲЮƻĲƖǃЮőċƓƓǃЮƣŸЮƽĲũĦŸůĲЮƣőƖĲĲЮŰĲƽЮEũĬĲƖƚЮƣŸЮƣőĲЮuŔƖťЮÉĲƚƚŔŸŰЮŸŉЮ?ċũƚĲƖŉЮÂċƖŔƚőЮ
9őƨƖĦőдЮcċǍĲũЮ7ũċŔƖеЮ]ƖċĲůĲЮ~Ħ9ƨũũŸƨŊőеЮċŰĬЮÅŸĤĲƖƣЮìŔũƚŸŰЮƽĲƖĲЮŸƖĬċŔŰĲĬЮŸŰЮΥάƣőЮ~ċƖĦőЮ
ΥΣΥΩд 

 

 ĲƽЮ~ĲůĤĲƖ 

ìĲЮƽċƖůũǃЮƽĲũĦŸůĲЮÉőċŰŰŸŰЮuŔũĬċǃеЮƽőŸЮĤĲĦċůĲЮċЮůĲůĤĲƖЮŸŉЮ?ċũƚĲƖŉЮÂċƖŔƚőЮ9őƨƖĦőЮĤǃЮ
ÂƖŸŉĲƚƚŔŸŰЮŸŉЮ[ċŔƣőЮŸŰЮΥάЮ~ċƖĦőЮΥΣΥΩд 

sċŰĲƣ 

17th May Nancy Rundell 

24th May Dorothy Noble 

 31st May Betty Collins 

10th May Margaret Grove 

      Rotas 

3rd May Dorothy Noble 

Interim Moderator 
Morag Garrett 

mgarrett@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Presbytery Elder 
Tom Anderson 


