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Upcoming Events

Wik
Mission Statement

“Dalserf Church exists to make disciples of [/Vl/ é’/] 5
Jesus Christ through the preaching of the :
word and witness of every member”’

How?
_ _ ENTEr as a T6aM OF 5 Or COME aLons and JOIn a TeaM.
Worship at Dalserf Church is at

11.30am Sundays,, all year through. £10 €nTry per T€aM. T€a and BISCUITS INCLUDED
CONTACT ROBEFT WILSON ON 07746 694164 44y

All Welcome

Douglas Conventicle
Sunday 10t* May 2026

COVENANT .
The Conventicle takes

place by the Regimental

Cairn in the Grounds of

the Douglas and Angus
Estates and is led by the Prdyer for Others

Rev Fiona Anderson of We ask the congregation

Dalserf Barish Church. May the light of God surround you,

of Dalserf to keep the
following in their thoughts May the love of God enfold you,
and prayers, May the power of God protect you,
Georgie Wells May God place his healing hands upon
o0, el you and heal you quickly,
avid Wells

Both are suffering from poor May the presence of God watch over you,

hearing and eyesight y
Wherever your God i,
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OMy grace is all you need, for my power i

Pastoral Letter @]

Dear friends,
A Future Full of Grace

ZHe wh o began a good wor Kk
completion.H, Philippians 1:

al | of it, we see glimpses
us.

It is now three years since | first started as Locum Minister here at Dalserf and | have

loved them all. And in this time, | have been encouraged by what is happening here. There is

a quiet but unmistakable sense that God is at work in our midst. Even in the last few weeks,

we have welcomed new faces into our congregation, people who are beginning to find a place
within our church family. We have celebrate
covenant promises and the new life He brings.

On the 5th of April we welcomed baby Vera Boyle, on the 19th of April baby Sunny Little and
on the 26th of April Ellie Jardine all to be baptised. It was lovely to welcome their families
and friends to witness and celebrate the sacrament.

into membership as she proclaimed her faith.

We have also seen new elders step forward, willing to
serve, shepherd, and care for others with faithfulness
and humility.

Also, on Sunday 30th of March we welcomed Hazel
Blair, Graeme McCulloch and Robert Wilson into the
office of Elders in our church.

We also celebrated the wedding of Ruth Rastall and
Tom Wilson on 15th of April.

It is also great to hear of the engagement of two of
our members, Margaret Grove and Billy Kent.

These are not trivial things. They are signs of life,
growth, and hope.

( 2 Corinthians 12:9)




Pastoral Letter @] !

And yet, as we give thanks for all of this, we remind ourselves of something even more
important. The strength of our church is not found simply in numbers, activities, or even in
the good relationships we enjoy. These are gifts, but they are not the centre. Jesus Christ is
the centre.

It is so easy, even in the life of the church, to lose sight of that. We can become focused on

what we are building, what we are achieving, or how things appear to be going.

But Scripture gently <calls wus back: Z | pl ant
1 Corinthians 3:6. We play our part, but it is God who brings life.

That truth is not a burden; it is a great freedom.

It frees us to welcome others without pressure, to serve without striving, and to lead
without feeling that everything depends on us. It allows us to rejoice in what God is doing
without needing to claim it as our own work. We are simply called to be faithful, to love, to
serve, and to point one another to Jesus.

As we look ahead, there is much to be excited about. New people are coming. New leaders are
emerging. New opportunities for ministry are opening up before us. But the heart of our
calling remains the same: to be a people who reflect the love of Christ and gently guide
others towards Him.

So let us continue to invest in one another. Let us take time to speak, to listen, to pray, and
to care. Let us welcome those who are new and support those who are struggling. And in
everything, let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the one who is building His church.

The future of Dalserf Parish Church is not something we need to fear or control. It is
something we can step into with confidence and joy, knowing that God is already at work
ahead of us.

We are not called to carry the weight of transformation. We are simply called to be faithful in
pointing to the One who transforms.

Fiona

May Diary

On Sunday 5th of May at 2pm | will be leading the annual Douglas Conventicle.

Between Friday 15th of May and Monday 18th of May | will be attending the Church of
Scotland Assembly in Edinburgh.

Decisions there will affect the church within Scotland and no doubt here in Dalserf so
remember to pray for all the commissioners who have this responsibility.

On the 31st of May | would also encourage yol
evening service which wildl feature ZSummer Br
would be great to have you come along.

ol can do all things through him wh k(f;\éﬁfi ens

Philippi 4:13
( Philippians ) L{j/



Bible Study

Bible & Hymn Study:

A Reflection on Romans 5:61. and CH4 396
ZAnd Can | BeH

The hymnZ And Can |t Be T hby Charles V8ekl@yusl ode m@rgy iofrusd
know well. It is full of energy and joy, yet it begins with a question that feels deeply
personal: ZAnd can it beN?H It 1 s the
by what they have discovered.

Have you ever received something so generous that it left you wondering why it was
given to you? Perhaps a kindness you did not expect, or forgiveness you did not feel yot
deserved. That sense of surprise and gratitude lies at the heart of this hymn.

The words of the hymn connect closely with the message found Romans 5:611

Il n that passage, we are told something
Zwhil e we were still weak, @hriddied foZue Badldié w
not wait until we had sorted ourselves out or proved ourselves worthy. His love came
first.

The hymn expresses this in one of its most memorable lines:

ZAmazing |l ove! how can it be,
that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?H

These are not just words of belief, but words of wonder. They invite us to pause and
reflect on the depth of what Christ has done.

As the hymn continues, it tells the story of Jesus leaving heaven and entering our world.
It speaks of Him laying aside His glory and coming to bring mercy to those who could not
save themselves. This echoes the picture we find elsewhere in the Bible, of Christ
humbling Himself and giving His life for us.

Then the hymn moves to a powerful image of change:
ZMy chains fell off, my heart was free. H

It is a simple picture, but one that speaks clearly. Many people know what it feels like
to be weighed down, by guilt, by regret, or by things they cannot seem to change.
The message of the gospel is that, through Christ, those burdens do not have the final
word. There is forgiveness, and there is freedom.

The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and
| will praise him, my father's God, and | will exalt him. ( Exodus 15:2)




Bible Study @] n

The hymn goes on to say:
ZNo condemnation now | dread. H

These words reflect the assurance that comes from being reconciled to God.
The distance between us and Him has been removed. What once caused fear is
replaced with peace. We are welcomed, not because of what we have done, but
because of what Christ has done for us.

A personal reflection
As you read these words, you might like to pause and think about your own response.

For many of us, the message of the cross is something we have heard many times.
Because it is so familiar, we can sometimes lose the sense of wonder that it once
held. The hymn gently invites us to ask

Perhaps you are someone who struggles t
you. Or perhaps you have known this truth for many years but need to be reminded
of its depth and meaning.

The good news of the gospel is that Christ died not for the deserving, but for the
undeserving. His love reaches out to each of us, just as we are. And when we receive
that love, it begins to change us, from the inside out.

Maybe today is an opportunity to pause and rediscover that sense of amazement.
To reflect again on the love of Christ, and to let that truth bring both comfort and

J0y.

ZAmazing |love! how can it beNH
It is a question we may never fully answer, but one we can continue to live in.

A short prayer

Loving Father,
thank you for your amazing and generous love shown to us in Jesus.
Thank you that he died for us, even when we were far from you.
Help us never to lose the wonder of your grace,
and to live each day in the freedom and peace you give.

In Jesus name,

N—

Amen
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. < : (;
( Ephesians 6:10) Er/ T —
Y !



Girls Brigade gzﬂ
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Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. / /@L; ()
( 1 Corinthians 16:13 ) k{j/ e
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The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God,
and | will praise him, my father's God, and | will exalt him. ( Exodus 15:2)




What Is Your Favourite Biscuit? @]
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Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His presence continually!
(1 Chronicles 16:11)




Union Update @] i

Uni on Updat e
We would |Iike to keep the congregation
union with Larkhall New Parish Church.
The five el ders appointed to represent
preparing for the discussions ahead. Thi
refl ect on t he i nformati on recei ved fro
represent the views and priorities of Dal
As yet, no joint meeting has taken pl ace
Church. At the time of writing, a date f
not yet been agreed but iIs |likely to be ¢
Pl ease continue to keep this process in
members of the working group as they prej
Notice Board @]
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Fear not, for | am with you; be not dismayed, for | am your God; | will strengthen you, | will ( G}:-‘ < ()

help you, | will uphold you with my righteous right hand. ( Isaiah 41:10 ) <h/ : —! \}»\
/



Dalserf Kids| Zone

Dal ser 6Z &Kn a s

oMy eventful tridép to
By Saul (as told t

My name is Saul , and |

the day my | ife changed

|l thought | was doing the right thing. |
to serve Hi m. But I did not& b&bnevdnt I
I dd dhi ke the people who foll owed Jes
|l was not kind to them.

Looking back now, | can see | was wrong,
right.

One day, I was travelling to a city cal
me permission to find followers of Jesu

| was determined to stop them.

But something happened on that road that

Suddenl vy, a bright Il i ght from heaven f
power ful that | fell to the ground. | <coc
Then | heard a voice calling my name.
6cSaul, Saul, why &re you against me?

| was shakdi ngndéroVhamdr e yolu,adloed.?
The voice chnsaswededyuys, whoméoyou are agai:-r

Jesus! The very one | had been fighting

"Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” ( Nehemiah 8:10)
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|l n that moment, everything | thought | Kk
When | stood up, I openédsmeg. eybae, | bghtl
me . My friends had to take my hand and
days, | was @dbleiand.orl ddii dchrk . | jJust sat gt
Then a man named Ananias came tdd o$éewae
the kind of person | had wanted to arr e
angry, he came because Jesus told himto

He placed his han®Bg odrheme Samnud ,s alied,us ha:
you may sbéee agai n.

Right away, something |ike scales fel/]l f
But the biggest change was not i n my eye
I believed iIin Jesus. I was baptised, ar
The one | had been against became the on
I | earned that no one is too far away f
change me, He can do the same for anyone

A Little Note from Me THECONVERSIONOFPAUL
Hel |l o a@ame! é &dlatuhough

Help Paul on his journey to accepting Jesus.

people now call me Pau
) ~N
You see, I actually h A u
was my Jewi sh name, i
Ro man name. As I beg iy
1 %)
di fferent ©places and 5/\/‘ L\E n
|
people about Jesus, I 1 ¢
name Paul more often. T
| f you would like to t
BB e ey ol s v A ntie T, e Y B 9
A
7\ |
Next month we wil/| he | n
and see what else happ ",
Rev Fions ¢
"My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever." Q (/G}\;_ = 7,
( Psalm 73:26 ) a4 >
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Mrs Margaret Baillie
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Kieran J Hunter
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Mrs Anne McHolm
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Rotas M- Items for June 2 CLE PR LR Y
- Newsletter Mrs Norah McGuckin
3rd May Dorothy Noble 4 Kirk Road]|
If you have any news or CHE 1id PY otk ¢
10th May Margaret Grove information that you wish to e R
submit for the newsletter for Hugh McGregor
17th May Nancy Rundell June 2026,
S ST please contact the editor by NDea\)Ii\istillcri'stt SRS d
ay orothy Noble '
Sun 17th May 2026 dal serfnews@gr
31st May Betty Collins = AR T e e
Robert Wilson
litlegilld4l3@
Rori son Hall Bdgki ngdami | ton Hall B|o Rol | Keepéer
Booking Secretary: Anne McHolm Booking Secretary: Norah McGuckin Elizabeth R Id i
mchol manne3@gmaill.lcom 0795 5856326 ISeRets Teygpds

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God
who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you. ( Deuteronomy 31:6 )
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