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Dalserf Parish Church Sunday
“Songs of Praise in the Valley” 29nd
February
at 7pm.

Followed
by tea and
a chat.
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Come along and join the worship!

GET THE MAX!
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February

Upcoming

Course

An Alpha course returns to Larkhall New Parish church and ALL
ARE WELCOME to attend. We will meet on Thursday evenings
from 7.00 till 8.30pm. The 10 week course will start on 5th of
February 2026 and will be held in our St Machans Church
building, Church Street Larkhall.

The sessions cover the basics of the Christian Faith in a simple
and straight forward way. If you are searching to understand or
find answers, I would encourage you to consider being part of the
next course and if you would like more information, please
contact Graham Duncan............. Telephone: 07889 007427 ...
Email: grahamduncan85@gmail.com .... or just come along.

Don’t worry if you cannot attend some of the weeks as you can
catch up online...... It does not matter if you attend church or not
and you can also bring your friend if they would like to come

.............................. It would be great to see you there.

Exploring is good. We're
built for it. Explore more
about life, faith and
meaning with Alpha.
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Pastor al L@]ter

Dear Friends,

Each year, congregations across the Church
attendance figures for nati onal statistics.
the wider Church understand patterns of wol
refl ect on ®WhereopGed are gathering. I am p'
Dal ser f, our numbers are increasing, and th

give thanks.

However, as important as these figures are,

Attendance is a helpful tool , but it can
numbers alone to define faithfulness or s u
only about Aaoawmst iomgoskeraotns t he very beginning

about people being formed as disciples of J

service, and community.
Numbers can show moment um, but they do no
qguietl vy, kindness shown faithfully, or rel

They cannot <capture the depth of conversat:i
to a neighbour, or the steady commitment o]

week and serve behind the scenes.

What truly strengthens a congregation is no
consistent presence, people choosing, Sund
toget her, to encourage one another, and to

Regul ar rhythms of worship and service shaj

singbi@egpccasi on ever coul d.

I sought the Lord, and he answered me; he
(Psalm 34:4)




—
Pastoral L§ ]ter !

As we record our statistics, | et us do so hor
|l osing sight of what matters most. Qur cal li
own sake, but to cultivate spiritual heal t h:
wel comed, kKknown, and nurtured i n faith; wh

naturally; where -apr éehapmpde nf dlhlowawght fully; and

|l eads us into |ives of |l ove and service.

Let us give thanks for the signs of gr owt h

prioritise people over performance, presence
over fl ash. I f we do that, we can trust that
us in ways that no spreadsheet could ever ful
With gratitude for each one of you, and for

through Dal ser f.

Love
Fi ona
- .|,"O. <
AN ZININS
Dalserf Sunday School
Every Sunday 11.30am - 12.30pm
0 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the might f

may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on-7)Him e
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Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
A reflection on 1 Corinthians 13:4.3

As February begins and ValentineAs Day
iImages about love. For some t is joyful and warm; for others it can feel painful or
exclusionary. C hLave Diene, ANzt Exgeliigyitel ysmonpause
and consider a deeper, stronger love, the love that comes from God.

In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul reminds the church that love is not primarily a feeling, but a
way of being shaped by God. Love, he writes, is patient and kind. It does not insist on
its own way. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
This is not a sentimental description; it is a demanding one. It describes a love that
looks remarkably like Jesus.

Wesley begins the hymn by pointing us to the source of such love:

ZLove divine, all [ oves excell i ng, jJjoy o
GodAs | ove does not begin with wus strivi
God giving Himself. The love Paul describes is possible only because it is first received.

Later in the hymn we pray,
ZBreat he, O breathe Thy [ oving Spirit I n

Paul As words remind us that |l ove is |ive
when relationships are strained, in kindness when it would be easier to withdraw, in
hope when <circumstances feel uncertain.
this passage reassures us that GodAs | ov

present and active in every season of life.

Paul also tells us that love outlasts everything else. Prophecies will cease; knowledge will
pass away but love never ends. Wesley echoes this eternal perspective when he looks
forward to God completing His Znew <crea
beginning of what God is bringing to fulfilment.

As we move through February,Love Divine, All Loves Excellirrgnd 1 Corinthians 13
toget her calll us to root our understandi
enduring grace. We are invited to receive that love, to be shaped by it, and to let it flow
through our lives A patient, kind, hopeful, and faithful.

0O Let us not become weary in doing good, for 1 RrLop
we do not give up .0 ( Gal ati ans-l6#g— '§):-
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Reflection:
Which aspect of love described in 1 Corinthians 13 is God inviting you to grow in this
month?

Prayenu

Loving God,
We thank You for Your love, poured out for us in Jesus Christ.
Shape our hearts by that love,
that we may be patient and kind,
generous in hope,
and faithful in all we do.
Help us to live out Your love in our homes, our church, and our community,

now and always.

Amen.
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0 | have told you these things, so that h a
have troubl e. But askecRSSEoSa=r={="1I | have o r
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0 Every good and perfect gift is from above,
Il ights who does not change |ike shifting
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0 God has said, O6Never will | | eave you;
( Hebrews13:5)
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is patient, love is kind.
It does not envy,
it does not boast,
it is not proud.
It does not dishonor others,
it is not self-seeking,
it is not easily angered,
it keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil
but rejoices with the truth.
It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres.
Love never fails.

-

1Corinthians 13:4-8

For God gave us a spirit not of-céearobutdo
(2 Timothy 1:7) =




Dal ser fLZIéin

OWhen | became King
By David (as told t
Bi bl e Passage&sd? Samlf—“f{*“.‘;
and 2 Sanmbel ié

ou might remember that many years ear |

after mysé fahdep, the prophet Samuel ano
that God had chosen me tdo rbeea |kliyn gu nodneer sdte
was just a shepherd who | i ked playing

But God never forgot His promise.

or a |l ong ti me, I served King Saul. . I
for him, and | tried my best to honour
me and | had to hide @& nhermatvebiml Istkhey
king, and | trusted God to put me on the
Then one sad day, news came that King S
mi xture of sorrow andd ruemjceirde.i n$Faul |had
father -to me, and Jonathan, my best fr.ie

| askedVhGotd,shoul dé I do now?
And God told me to go to the |l and of Juc

When | arrived, the | eaders of Judalvigat
we want you téo be our king.

So they anointed me with oil, andkifrogp otf
JudahBut only one part of | srael

For seven |l ong years the rest of& tdhe@n sc.
|t wilasan easy ti me. There were argument

were divided. Budor dk egtui pdeayynieng ,Make me
You want dane to be.

0O My help comes from the Lord, the Maker
(Psalm 121:2)
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At | ast, somet hing wonder ful happened.
| srael came to see me in Hebron. They se¢

adbavi d, we know you are the one who | ed
would shepherd His peopde. Wi ll you be c

| felt a weight | iftd&fpommmpgeshasgs!| ¢d®ms n

The el ders took oil and anointed me aga
day, at thirty years old, | became king

I dd dbecome king because | was the bigg
king because God chose me and helped
through the hard ti mes.

And | |l earned something iIimportant:

When God has a plan for your | ife, no or
R e 392 A Pl Him and foll ow where He | eads.
Ne x t mont h we wi |l | hear from anot her Bi |
was | i ke.

RwFW

Can you spot ten differences between

o0 Come to Me, all you who | abour and are
( Matthew 11:28)




