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Church Services

Mission Statement
“Dalserf Church exists to make disciples of
Jesus
Jesus Christ
Christ through
through the
the preaching
preaching of
of the
the
word
and
witness
of
every
member”
word and witness of every member”

Sunday 5th June - Revd. John Stevenson (Communion)
Sunday 12th June - Ian White
Sunday 19th June - Revd. Alastair Lusk
Sunday 26th June - Revd. Cameron McPherson

All Welcome
Worship at Dalserf Church is at
11.30am Sundays , all year through
Worship at Rorison Church
Has been suspended until further notice.

Bible Verse of the Month

Announcements
Deaths
Mother of John Blackwood
on Monday 18th April 2022
Ann O’Donnell
on Tuesday 3rd May 2022

“Command those who are rich in this present world not
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly
provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”

1 Timothy 6 : 17

Baptisms
Morven Pollock
On Sunday 15th May 2022

Nursing Home Visits
Have been suspended
until further notice

www.dalserf.org.uk

Rita and Sommerville Fairley
Prayer for Others
Willie Miller
Colin and Marion McAllister
May the light of God surround you,
Margaret Kent
John Grove
May the love of God enfold you,
Mary Grove
May the power of God protect you,
Forbes Gillespie
Anne Brown and son Alistair
May God place his healing hands upon
you and heal you quickly,
Norval Toryusen
Helen Hamilton
May the presence of God watch over you,
Janette McPhee
Wherever your God is,
Prim Gilmour and Family
Christine Anderson and Family
Amen
Kosic Family

www.facebook.com/dalserfchurch

CHARITY SC016156

Pastoral Letter

Recently my very athletic Granddaughter Emma, along with the rest of her relay team, won Gold in the
Scottish National Indoor Relay Championships.
I could not be present at the Emirates Arena, but Emma later showed the race to myself and her
Granddad.
Whilst watching I realised the faith and trust that these four young athletes had in each other. Those
running trusted that their team mate would be waiting to receive the baton and would then run their
best. They were totally dependent on each other, and without that dependency they might as well not
have bothered running the race.
Ecclesiastes 4 vs 9 – 12 tells us “ Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their
toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow.
We here in Dalserf Church work very hard with the Grace of God to hold our Church together. None of
us, no matter what our talents may be, can succeed without the others. We work as a team
dependent on each other.
In my position as Session Clerk I have realised many times that if other people did not do what they do,
then I would not be able to fulfil my tasks.
Another dependency that we have is to our congregation here in Dalserf without whom there would
be no church. As we are so often reminded the building is not the church the people are the church.
There are going to be changes within the Church of Scotland, some will be welcome, some will not.
Whatever happens, let us stand together and like in the relay race trust and depend on each other. Let
us remember that we read in the bible that many times God asked his children to uproot themselves
and do his work somewhere else.
May I ask you to lift up our church here in Dalserf before our Lord in prayer
Asking him to sustain us and give us the strength and courage that we need to face the future.
Blessings

Joan Pollok

Guild Report
On 12th May the Guild had a lovely afternoon outing to Hamilton Low Parks Museum. We had a most
informative guided tour of the museum followed by tea and scones in the lovely main hall. Our thanks
must go to the Staff for treating us so well on the visit. Thanks also to Mike Taylor who organised the
visit for us and Eric Budgell who organised our transport.
The Museum is well worth a visit and is free of charge, without the guided tour and tea. A cafeteria is
also available should you wish anything from a cuppa to lunch.
On 9th June the Guild will hold an open afternoon at Hamilton Hall. This will be a garden party
(weather permitting) in honour of Her Majesty’s Jubilee. Places will be limited and catering provided at
a cost of £6.00. Reserve your place now by speaking to a member of the Guild. Come on, get dressed up
and enjoy an afternoon of fellowship, good food and chat.

Kay Blair
“ And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.”

( Romans 5:5 )

Guild News
On Wednesday 18th May, 30 members and friends of the Guild enjoyed an evening at Rorison in the company of
Shanti and Lily Raju from Southern India, who had been recommended by the Rev. Bill Murdoch who, himself, will be
preaching at Dalserf on Sunday 29th May.
Shanti told us of his Christian work in his home town of Vijayawada, some 50 miles from the sea. He and his wife had
founded the "Good News Ministry" which based its mission to a large extent on the care and wellbeing of widows and
orphans. He felt called to fulfil the biblical texts such as: James 1:27. "Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the
world", and also Exodus 22,22: "You must not afflict any widow or orphan. If you afflict them in any way they will cry
to me, I will hear their cry and my anger will be aroused".
Shanti illustrated his talk with slides of the accommodation the charity was erecting for several hundred orphans and
widows, to keep them safe and secure.
He also gave us an insight into some of India's cultural divisions and the problems that they cause in society.
After the formal part of the evening, the gathering enjoyed the Guild's usual supper of pancakes, scones and cakes.

Bruce

Memorial Dedication
Conventicle for Dedication of Memorial to William Lawrie Covenanter Sunday 29 June 3pm.
William Lawrie factor to the Earl of Douglas married Marion Weir widow of the Laird of Blackwood. In 1682 he
was apprehended and imprisoned for the second time on the charge of ‘assisting and countenancing
rebels’. He was tried on 7 February 1683 by the Justiciary Court on the charge of excommunicating with
traitors. He was condemned and forfeited, sentenced to be taken to the market cross in Edinburgh, ‘there to
have his head severed from his body – his name, memory, fame, and honours to be extinct, and his lands
forfeited to his Majesty for ever.’. His friends interceded on his behalf, and a few days before his execution a
letter was sent by Charles II postponing it until March. Lawrie survived until after the Glorious Revolution.
A special act was passed in his favour resulting in his conviction of 1683 being declared null and void and the
forfeiture of his lands etc. being cancelled. He was appointed as a Commissioner of Militia in 1689 and also a
Commissioner of Supply for Lanarkshire. His son, George, was knighted by William II, becoming Sir George Weir
of Blackwood.
Lawrie’s trial and sentence sent shockwaves across the country at the time for it established that any
interaction with the Covenanters, who were identified as traitors constituted the crime of treason even if no
actual help was given to them
For many years it was thought that William Lawrie (or Laurie) was buried in Dalserf churchyard. The reason for
this was probably due to the existence at Dalserf of a gravestone naming a Robert Laurie who according to
an inscription was a promoter of covenanting principles, it being assumed this was the family grave of William
Lawrie. It was suggested to the Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association (SCMA) that it might be
appropriate to have a memorial plaque to William Lawrie and due to Lawrie’s known connections with
Blackwood Estate, locate the plaque there. The connection is strengthened on account of the burial in the
estate, in the grounds of the seventeenth century Dovecote, of John Broun who was shot by dragoons, and
who was the servant of William Lawrie. With the assistance of several SCMA members a handsome memorial
to William Lawrie now stands on the border of the Dovecote grounds. The memorial will be dedicated at a
conventicle at the Dovecote on Sunday 26 June at 3pm. The service will last about half an hour and will be
followed by refreshments. Anyone who wishes to attend will be welcome to do so. Directions from Larkhall are
as follows: At Canderside Toll Roundabout take Carlisle Road (B7078) heading south. After about 3 miles
before reaching Blackwood and just before the bridge over the motorway turn right on to the Blackwood
Estate road. After about a mile you will reach the Dovecote.
“ Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.”
( Proverbs 16:3 )

Notice Board
Thank you
Joan, Nancy, Robert and Rose-May thank
everyone for their cards and kind wishes
congratulating them on their long and
dedicated service with the Machan Trust. The
Trust does amazing work for the young
people in our area, giving support in so many
ways to help them achieve their full potential.
Many Thanks
Thank you to everyone for their kind
thoughts, well wishes and prayers during my
pregnancy and the birth of Maisie. Myself
and my mum really appreciated the lovely
flowers we received. Thanks also for the kind
gifts for Maisie, the beautiful knitting by Rae
has been greatly admired.
Thank You,

Hospitality and Food Handling
After over two long years it is wonderful to know that the fellowship and
hospitality Dalserf Church is known for may now resume. The good news is we
may now look to resume our Saturday Teas and those very popular Saturday
Fayres.
Church of Scotland require some of those involved in food handling to have
undertaken Food Handling Training. This can be done on line. There are 2 levels
of training and 2 ways to take these courses.
Level 1 is an Introductory Course and free of charge by accessing the link below
and following the options on screen. It is an extremely friendly course with
precise information, excellent graphics and on-going multiple choice assessment
at the end of each module. There is no pressure to get it correct the first time
and modules can be repeated until success is achieved.

https://forms.office.com/r/SQncvKdWus
Level 2 is the Elementary Training and can be access on line by searching for
Food Handling/Hygiene Courses of which there are several at a range of prices.
The link below has been used by several members of the Congregation.

https://www.highspeedtraining.co.uk

Claire Walker

Again it is an explanatory course, well presented with graphics and examples.
There is a question and answer section after each module and a multiple choice
questionnaire at the end. Again the modules and Assessment sections can be
repeated at no further cost. This course is £20.00 plus £4.00 vat.

Rotas
5th June

Mrs L Lawrie

12th June

Mrs R Hunter

19th June

Miss L Wilson

26th June

Anne McHolm

We realise the thought of assessment may cause some apprehension. It is not
nearly as scary as it sounds and help is available from some of us who have
undertaken the training.
Come on folks, Dalserf needs you. Our home baking and teas are infamous and
we want to continue as the main objective is to extend fellowship and friendship
in a Christian setting.
If you have any questions or doubts please speak to me,

Kay
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Depute Session Clerk

Presbytery Elder
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Mrs Joan Pollok

Mrs Kay Blair

Mrs Elizabeth Lawson

Bruce Archibald BDS
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Organist

Flowers

Church Officer (Rorison)

Church Officer (Dalserf)

Phillip Fox

Mrs Kay Blair 01698 882499

Mrs Anne McHolm

Mrs Norah McGuckin

pfnotes@aol.com

Mrs RM Clarkson

01698 886658

4 Kirk Road, Dalserf
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Fabric Convener

Child Protection

Bible Study Group Leader

David Gilchrist

Mrs Lorna Brodie

Mr John McPhee

Co-ordinator

Rita Fairley

dalserfnews@gmail.com

07906416564

janettemcphee@gmail.com

Joanna Gilchrist

01698 881160

F.W.O. Convenor
(vacant)

Roll Keeper

Hamilton Hall Bookings

Rorison Hall Bookings

Wendy Manson

Booking Secretary: Lorna Brodie

Booking Secretary: Anne McHolm

wendymanson@aol.com

lorna@brodie.myzen.co.uk

mcholmanne3@gmail.com

“ What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that
we may understand what God has freely given us.” ( 1 Corinthians 2:12 )

