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Church Services

Mission Statement
“Dalserf Church exists to make disciples of
Jesus Christ
Christ through
through the
the preaching
preaching of
of the
the
Jesus
word
and
witness
of
every
member”
word and witness of every member”

Sunday 3rd April - George Thomson
Sunday 10th April - Ian White
Sunday 17th April - Hazel Brooks (Easter Sunday)
Sunday 24th April - Revd. Bev Gauld

All Welcome
Worship at Dalserf Church is at
11.30am Sundays , all year through
Worship at Rorison Church
Has been suspended until further notice.

Announcements
Deaths
Andrew Gilmour (Elder)
on Wednesday 16th March 2022

Bible Verse of the Month
“Even now, declares the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with
fasting and weeping and mourning. Rend your heart and not your
garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents
from sending calamity.

Joel 2 : 12 - 13

Rita and Sommerville Fairley

Prayer for Others

Willie Miller

Nursing Home Visits

Colin and Marion McAllister

Have been suspended
until further notice

Margaret Kent

May the love of God enfold you,

John Grove

May the power of God protect you,

Forbes Gillespie
Anne Brown and son Alistair
Norval Toryusen
Helen Hamilton
Prim Gilmour

May the light of God surround you,

May God place his healing hands upon
you and heal you quickly,
May the presence of God watch over you,
Wherever your God is,
Amen

Janette McPhee

www.dalserf.org.uk

www.facebook.com/dalserfchurch

CHARITY SC016156

Pastoral Letter
Dear friends,
Never in my wildest imagination did I think writing the Pastoral Letter would fall to me.
As we seek a minister this letter will be coming from someone different each month.
I like to think of it as sharing some reflections with you in times which are constantly changing.
We read in Ecclesiastes 3 “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under
the heavens:”
Times over the past two years have been strange, times of sadness, thankfulness and yes times of
blessing as we have adapted to being more caring and more sharing.
At the recent Guild AGM I referred to a reflection which captured my attention in the early
stages of the pandemic. In Exodus 17:8-16 we read of Moses praying as Joshua fought the
Amalekites. When Moses hands were raised in prayer Joshua took ground. As Moses weakened
the Amalekites took ground. With support for Moses from Aaron and Hur Moses prayer was
strengthened and Joshua overcame the enemy. The reflection likened Moses on the hill to
“taking higher moral ground”.
We cannot all be on the front line when circumstance threaten freedom. However we can all
pray. We all know the power of prayer and as we move on in scary times never has it been more
important. We can all take the “higher moral ground” and pray.
Speaking at our Guild Karen Gillon, General Secretary to the Church of Scotland Guild told us her
go to Scripture is Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance
about what we do not see.”
Grieving is not always about death, it is loss. Loss of life, home, possessions, freedom. Separation
from loved ones. As I compose this reflection I am, as many are, saddened by the atrocities in
Ukraine. The non-humanitarian assault on innocent people. Destruction of hospitals, homes,
schools. I am in awe of the volunteers, with no thought for self, rallying to the aid of those in
distress.
Paul points out in his 2nd letter to the Corinthians 1:4 God comforts us in times of trouble that we
can bring comfort to others.
Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do
not see”
Those of you who know me know I am a keen Burnsian and so I leave you with a few words form
the Bard
“Then let us pray that come it may.
(as come it will for a’ that)
that man tae man the worl’ o’er
shall brithers be for a’ that.
Pray God that “sense and worth o’er a’ the earth” will bring a peaceful resolution to these
appalling events. As Moses took the higher moral ground and prayed so may we lay all these
fears before God and have confidence in hope and assurance for what we cannot see.
Many Blessings
Kay Blair

“ Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who makes you holy”
( Leviticus 20:8 )

Guild News
Guild Report
Then guild held its AGM in Rorison Church on Wednesday 9th March. This was a very successful meeting with most of our
members attending. After Devotions, Adoption of Previous minutes and reports from Secretary and Treasurer the election
of office bearers took place.
These were re-elected by acclamation of membership as President Kay Blair, Vice President Margaret Watt, Secretary Ann
Carson and Treasurer Lily Budgell. An ad-hoc committee to be called upon when required agreed.
In her report Lily Budgell presented to the membership a request from the Church of Scotland Guild for a donation
towards the Ukrainian Appeal Fund. It was agree to send £200. General Secretary to the Guild, Karen Gillon, our speaker
for the evening thanked the Dalserf Guild for a very generous donation. Money is being sent from the Guild Office to the
Hungarian Church in Poland on a daily basis to help relieve the suffering in Ukraine.
Karen presented to us a history of the events the Church of Scotland Guild had been involved with since its inception.
Humanitarian projects at home and abroad, support for ministry and mission, championing social deprivation and
addiction to mention but a few areas. In the years millions of pounds have been donated and we would ask you to pray for
the continued work of the Guild.
We are not just a group of oldies who sit around drinking tea and chatting. The Guild can also be a great source of
fellowship for its members no less than at Dalserf and we have rejoiced in being able to once again meet face to face.
So much so we will meet for afternoon tea in April, visit Hamilton Museum in May and hold a Garden party at Hamilton
Hall in June while planning our 2022/23 session to which all are welcome.
Our theme for the next 3 years is Looking Forward in Faith with next year concentrating on Wee seeds, Big bushes.
Time to start planting.
Blessings

Kay Blair

Memorial

Sunday 6th March a memorial plaque commemorating all the lives lost during the pandemic, in our congregation and
surrounding community, was dedicated by Revd. John Stevenson. A floral tribute was laid by Linda Marshall.
The plaque is situated just inside the main gate at the notice board and is a constant reminder of the catastrophic
nature of the pandemic and its effect on not only our community but around the world.
As inscribed on the plaque,

“The souls of the righteous are in God’s hands”
“ So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you,
whether by word of mouth or by letter.” ( 2 Thessalonians 2:15 )

Notice Board
Two Years On!
Two years ago today, 13th March 2020, we held worship here in Dalserf for the last time before the Covid-19 regulations
prevented us from using the church.
We were fortunate that our Locum at the time Revd. John Stevenson and his son-in-law stepped in and provided us
with recorded services. Who knows what we as a congregation would have done without John and Ewan. They
provided us with prayers, readings, a sermon accompanied by beautiful singing, and in doing so gave us wonderful
memories at a time when all of us were low and in need of comfort. We thank God for all like them who provided this
service. We now go forward with God and pray that we will be able to continue with our worship and fellowship in the
future.
As we face uncertain times within our Church

Items for next Newsletter

May we place our trust in God our Heavenly Father and
Always be guided by his loving hand.
Prayer is needed more than ever for our Church at Dalserf
Let us lift it up before God.

If you have any news or information
that you wish to submit for the
newsletter for May 2022,
Please contact the editor by
Sunday 10th April 2022.

Joan Pollok
News from Presbytery
Hamilton and Lanark Presbyteries officially joined on 1st January 2022.
Hamilton Presbytery no longer exists after 400 years !
The work will now be carried out by the new Presbytery named Forth
Valley and Clydesdale.
Following the General Assembly of The Church of Scotland in May the
Presbytery of Falkirk will also be joined from 1st June 2022
The new Presbytery website is www.fvandc.org.uk

Rotas
3rd Apr

Mrs M Watt

10th Apr

Mrs P Gilmour

17th Apr

Mrs K Blair

24th Apr

Mrs L Marshall

Liz Lawson

Contacts
Session Clerk

Depute Session Clerk

Presbytery Elder

Treasurer

Mrs Joan Pollok

Mrs Kay Blair

Mrs Elizabeth Lawson

Bruce Archibald BDS

joan.pollok@btinternet.com

01698 882499

01555 771096

01555 666007

Organist

Flowers

Church Officer (Rorison)

Church Officer (Dalserf)

Phillip Fox

Mrs Kay Blair 01698 882499

Mrs Anne McHolm

Mrs Norah McGuckin

pfnotes@aol.com

Mrs RM Clarkson

01698 886658

4 Kirk Road, Dalserf

Newsletter Editor

House Group Leader

Fabric Convener

Child Protection

Bible Study Group Leader

David Gilchrist

Mrs Lorna Brodie

Mr John McPhee

Co-ordinator

Rita Fairley

dalserfnews@gmail.com

07906416564

janettemcphee@gmail.com

Joanna Gilchrist

01698 881160

Minister (vacant)
Interim Moderator
Laura Jean Fleming
lbjbfleming@talktalk.net

F.W.O. Convenor
(vacant)

Roll Keeper

Hamilton Hall Bookings

Rorison Hall Bookings

Wendy Manson

Booking Secretary: Lorna Brodie

Booking Secretary: Anne McHolm

wendymanson@aol.com

lorna@brodie.myzen.co.uk

mcholmanne3@gmail.com

“ I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.”
( 3 John 1:4 )

