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        Bible Verse of the Month 

 

 

 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation,        

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your           

requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.” 

 

Philippians 4 : 6 – 7 

 

Prayer for Others 

May the light of God surround you, 

May the love of God enfold you, 

May the power of God protect you, 

May God place his healing hands upon 
you and heal you quickly, 

May the presence of God watch over 
you, 

Wherever your God is,   Amen 

 

Nursing Home Visits 

 
 

Have been suspended  
until further notice 

Mission Statement 

“Dalserf Church exists to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ through the preaching of the 

word and witness of every member” 

 
All Welcome 

 

Worship at Dalserf Church 

Has been suspended until further notice. 
 

Worship at Rorison Church 

Has been suspended until further notice. 

Mission Statement 

“Dalserf Church exists to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ through the preaching of the 

word and witness of every member” 

 Church Calendar 

In light of the current Government Guidance,  

all Church gatherings have been suspended  

until further notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Deaths 
 

John Train  

November 2020 

 

Eric Clark 

on Monday 28th December 

 

Lily Hill 

on Thursday 31st December 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 
     Pastoral Letter   

 

In my previous Pastoral letter, I was discussing Advent!!! Now we have seen Christmas and New 
Year and we are now in 2021!! 

Many have said that 2020 should be forgotten but I say we should not forget 2020 but learn from 
it. Many aspects of 2020 were less than perfect but throughout the weeks and months of         
lockdowns, closed churches and new strains of the Covid19 virus there have been more positive 
things than we often give thought to. 

I have heard of great things happening. Things like people going above and beyond that which is 
expected or required of them. The Church has maintained its mission to help those in distress or 
lonely. So often I hear of simple acts of kindness given within the restrictions of the Covid19       
restraints. A telephone call: transport to a medical appointment: an email or text saying I care; 
food being delivered to someone isolating: prayer for someone in trouble. 

Perhaps we cannot meet together in Church for our worship, but God has given to us the         
technology and the skills to make the worship of God possible for everyone who is able to access 
the internet. Today we are being challenged as never before and I thank God that so many are 
responding to the challenge.  

I have a painting that was a gift from a member of a previous congregation. This painting depicts 
the seven virtues of care that were given by Jesus. There I see someone visiting the prisoner,   
another feeding the hungry, someone clothing the naked, there is shown care being given to an 
orphan, a widow and so on. However, that painting is there for me as reminder that Jesus has 
commanded us to CARE!  

To often, however, we are too caught up in observing the detail of the commandment and        
forgetting everything else. When Jesus tells us to care for certain situations, he did not mean for 
us to ignore every other aspect that might need his loving touch.  

In John’s Gospel, John, at the end of his Gospel, (21: 24-25)  John tells us that what has been     
written is only a small portion of the teachings of Jesus. You and I are therefore warned that what 
we have in the Gospels are the basics for our instruction and if we would follow Jesus then we 
need to be constantly guided by Him. This we do by keeping in touch with Him on a daily basis and 
seeking His guiding hand in all that we do. So, it dangerous for us to use the Bible merely as a 
handbook, or manual, for Christian living. It is given to us to direct us, always, to the person of 
Christ who alone is our guide and stay. 

Bible Study Groups are am excellent tool to help see and hear Christ’s leading for us through the 
thoughts and testimony of fellow Christians. But, I hear you say we cannot meet together in 
Study Groups. Is that the case? Is it really the case??? The use of technology has taught me that 
God can and does show us new and exciting ways to meet together. Remember the day when we 
only had the telephone to reach one another? I can remember a time when it was only certain 
homes that could afford a telephone!!! 

We are still in this pandemic, and even when we all have the vaccine it will be some time before 
things return to a semblance of what normal before Covid19. So let us seek God’s guidance and 
search for ways in which He can use us for His glory. After all, that is our purpose, is it not? 

The first Catechism: 

Q. What is the chief end of man? 

A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever. 

Don’t forget the second part, and may God continue to bless you all, and your families 

From your Locum, 
 

John  

 “ neither height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from                  

the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” ( Romans 8:39 ) 



          Guild  

 

 Guild 

Like everything else, the Guild has not been able to meet and we are all missing 
the fellowship we share with each other. However we do manage to keep in touch,    
limited though it is. There is a Guild News Sheet on the Church web site for those 
interested in the gossip of the Guild. 

January 27th would have been our Burns Supper. Eric Budgell was to deliver the   
Immortal Memory. Eric has kindly submitted his Toast and it can be found at the 
end of the Guild News Sheet. It is an interesting insight into Robert’s thoughts of          
Jamaica. Why not have yourself a wee haggis tea and read Eric’s Immortal 
Memory.  

February 2nd is Candlemas and the Guild members are being urged to have a       
pancake and light a candle at 7.00pm the celebrate Candlemas. Please join us in 
this knowing that we not be meeting as one but as a Church we still remain one 
body of Christ. 

 

Kay Blair 

 
 

Loving Lord 

 

 

We pray for your love and compassion to abound                      

as we walk through this challenging season. 
 

We ask for wisdom for those who bear the load                          

of making decisions with widespread consequences.  

 

We pray for those who are suffering with sickness                   

and all who are caring for them. 
 

We ask for protection for the elderly and vulnerable                  

to not succumb to the risks of the virus.  
 

We pray for misinformation to be curbed                                 

that fear may take no hold in hearts and minds.  
 

As we exercise the good sense that you in your mercy provide, 

may we also approach each day in faith and peace,                

trusting in the truth of your goodness towards us.  

 

Amen 

                 

 “And the GOD of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a 

little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.”   ( 1 Peter 5:10 ) 



Items for next Newsletter 

If you have any news or information 
that you wish to submit for the      

newsletter for March 2021,   

Please contact the editor. 

 
     C o n t a c t s    

 Minister 

Vacant 

Locum Rev John Stevenson 

01698 817582 

Organist 

Mrs Fox 

foxattheden@musician.org 

Newsletter Editor 

David Gilchrist 

dalserfnews@gmail.com 

Session Clerk 

Mrs Joan Pollok 

joan.pollok@btinternet.com 

01555 860642 

Flowers 

Mrs Kay Blair 01698 882499 

Mrs RM Clarkson  

01698 792628 

House Group Leader 

Mrs Lorna Brodie 

07906416564 

Depute Session Clerk 

Mrs Kay Blair 

01698 882499 

Church Officer (Rorison) 

Mrs Anne McHolm 

01698 886658 

Fabric Convener 

Mr John McPhee 

janettemcphee@gmail.com 

Presbytery Elder 

Mrs Elizabeth Lawson 

01555 771096 

Church Officer (Dalserf) 

Mrs Norah McGuckin 

4 Kirk Road, Dalserf 

01698 886089 

Child Protection  

Co-ordinator 

Joanna Gilchrist 

dalserfnews@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Bruce Archibald BDS 

01555 666007 

F.W.O. Convenor 

Mrs A Brown 

01698 632010 

Bible Study Group Leader 

Rita Fairley 

01698 881160 

Roll Keeper 

Wendy Manson 

wendymanson@aol.com 

07775600931 

Hamilton Hall Bookings 

Booking Secretary: Lorna Brodie  

lorna@brodie.myzen.co.uk  

07906416564 

Rorison Hall Bookings  

Booking Secretary: Anne McHolm  

mcholmanne3@gmail.com  

01698 886658 

 “ May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may    

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” ( Romans 15:13 ) 

   Notice Board   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLOWERS 

Thank you to all who have agreed to gift flowers to Dalserf Church for 2021. 

The Rota has been made up and if you have not received a phone call you I will do so shortly. 

At present we are unable to put flowers in the Church but hope to be able to do so in the not too distant future. 

However those already contacted have agreed to contribute their flower money to a flower fund and as soon as we can we will see 
anyone missed with flowers during the present restrictions will receive them. 

At present cards have been sent, from the Church, to the folks on the prayer list until such times as we can carry out delivery of 
flowers. 

Thanks to Lily and Eric who have shopped for the flowers since we have had services coming from Dalserf Church. Their assistance 
has been invaluable and they are willing to help when restrictions are reduced. 

For further information please contact me (Kay) 

Kay & Rosemay 

 

 

 R o t a s    

21st Feb Mrs Patterson (Ashgill)  

28th Feb Mr B Gold (Larkhall) 

14th Feb Mrs J Gilchrist (Ashgill)  

7th Feb Mrs K Love (Larkhall)  

  


