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You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot 
be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it 
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before men, that they may 
see your good deeds and praise you Father in     
heaven. 

Matthew 5: 14 –16 

 

 

Prayer for Others 

May the light of God surround you, 

May the love of God enfold you, 

May the power of God protect you, 

May God place his healing hands upon 
you and heal you quickly, 

May the presence of God watch over 
you, 

Wherever your God is,   Amen 

Nursing Home Visits 

On the last Friday of each 
month. Please come along  and 

support our visits to the 
homes. 

1.45pm Clinton House 

2.15pm Ballantine Court (1) 

2.45pm Ballantine Court (2) 
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Mission Statement 

“Dalserf Church exists to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ through the preaching of the 

word and witness of every member” 

 
 

All Welcome 
 

Worship at Dalserf Church is at 

11.30am  Sundays , all year through 
 

Worship at Rorison Church is on 1st Sunday of 
each month at 2.30pm 

 

Sunday Pathfinders (Sunday school) 

is at 11.30am (term time) 
 

Mondays 

Bible Study is at 11.00am, Hamilton Hall 
 

Girls Brigade is from 6.15pm, Rorison 
 

House Group is on 1st Monday of each month 
at 1.30pm 

 

Thursdays 

Boys Brigade from 5.45pm, Rorison 
 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

 

Deaths 

Mamie Scott on Fri 13th April 2018 

 

Weddings 

Ernest Romer to Karen Stewart 

On Friday 30th March 2018 

 

 
 

 

Mission Statement 

“Dalserf Church exists to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ through the preaching of the 

word and witness of every member” 

 May Church Calendar 

Thursday 3rd     Focus 

Friday 4th           Renewal of Wedding Vows Dalserf 

Sunday 6th         Rorison (2:30pm) 

Saturday 12th  Saturday Teas Begin 

Saturday 5th  Open Day 

Saturday 19th  Guild Outing 

Friday 25th       Nursing Homes 

Saturday 26th       Football Match (Dalserf Team) 



      Pastoral Letter   

 

Dear friends, 
 
It is now almost two and a half years since I became Interim Moderator at Dalserf!  At that point it was     
expected (I expected!) that a new minister would be sought to serve, initially, Dalserf, and then, when a 
vacancy occurred in Larkhall: Trinity, both congregations in linkage. For a little, this seemed likely to go 
ahead almost at once when the Trinity minister was translated to Barra. 
 

However, there then began a somewhat turgid process which slowed everything down and which has 
only now reached a kind of conclusion. 
 

You will remember that in the light of huge repairs required at Trinity, Presbytery called for a review of 
the plan for the Larkhall and Dalserf Churches; Trinity appealed against this to the Commission of          
Assembly which simply served to delay the matter; Presbytery then set up an independent review group 
which,     after local consultation, presented its report to Presbytery.  This report did not commend itself 
to Dalserf Kirk Session, nor indeed to Presbytery's Planning Committee which, boldly and determinedly 
and rightly, rejected it and presented an alternative proposal which was overwhelmingly accepted by 
Presbytery. 

 

The result is that now the Larkhall Churches will in time be united in one congregation and Dalserf will be separated from 
them and granted 0.5 of a ministry post. We now have 2 options:  
 

1. to seek a minister who would give 50per cent service, or, 
2. to seek a linkage with another congregation and a shared full-time ministry. 
 

The second of these options seems the more promising and initial approaches have been made to the United Reformed 
Church's congregation in Carluke, which has a tradition very similar to our own, in the hope that we can look forward          
together. We hope discussions will be under way soon. 
 

Why have I written all this? Because we can now see where we have come from (and why the trek took so long!) and we now 
know where we are! We may not be altogether sure where we are going, but, at least, to an extent, our destiny lies in our 
own hands! So let's let go the story of the fraught months of the recent past: let's rather remember the long and proud     
tradition which is ours in Dalserf and which we now have the opportunity to uphold 
 

I have raised some eyebrows on occasion by describing Dalserf as a "peculiar" Church in the best meanings of that word: it 
does have a very distinctive tradition, a special history; its place of worship must be close to unique; it is a gathered              
congregation of an unusual kind, setting a high value on the nature of Christian worship; it has very particular parish and a 
clear awareness of its local responsibilities. I could go on.... 
 

Remember that the people of Israel were known as a peculiar people, in a special covenant relationship with their God,      
dedicated to His worship and service, and called to be a light to the nations. The Christian Church took on this same             
description, committed to following the distinctive way of Christ himself and presenting him to the world as the true and   
living way. 
 

So let's rejoice and take a proper pride in our "peculiar" status as God's people, as the Church of Jesus Christ and as a         
community of faith in our place and our time. In the light of our tradition, let us look forward in faith and hope to the future, 
God's future, ready to play our part in it with vision and courage. 
 

May I conclude this letter by echoing, briefly but sincerely, the gratitude I expressed at the Congregational Meeting to the 
office-bearers of Dalserf who sustain so effectively the on-going life of the congregation during the less than straightforward 
days of vacancy, particularly to the Session Clerk, Joan Pollok, to   Shena and Philip Fox for their leading of the praise Sunday 
by Sunday, and to John Stevenson for his admirable conduct of worship and more than conscientious pastoral and practical 
service within congregation and parish. To all these servants of the Kirk we owe a great debt; without them my own role 
could hardly have been fulfilled. 
 

May God's richest blessing be upon you all. 
 

Yours aye, 
David W. Doyle 

 “ Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received 

them, and they will be granted you ”  ( Mark 11:24 ) 



 

  1st Dalserf Girls’ Brigade 
 

The Girls Brigade presentation of awards took place on Monday 
26th of March. Well done to all the girls who gained awards for their 
hard work during the year. The awards were presented by Sandra 
Hoey who has decided after nearly 30 years’ service to hang up her 
whistle. 
 
Congratulations to Ellie Murphy, Emma Scott, Elizabeth Hendrie and 
Chloe McKimm who gained not only their Brigaders Brooches, the        
second highest award achievable in Girls’ Brigade, but also their 
bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. 
 
There are a few people I would like to thank - Angela Mclean        
assisted by Sharon McDonald for organizing our race night. Anne 
McHolm, Kay Blair and Lily Budgell for your pancakes, having the 
heating on for us and keeping Rorison so clean despite the sea of 
mud outside. Anne again with Diane Hendrie and Kerry Scott for 
helping with the pancake night, and last but not least, thank you to 
all the leaders for all they do for the company and support they give 
me over the year.  
 
As Sandra retires, we thank her not only for presenting the awards 
but also her work in company and the wider Girls’ Brigade family. 
Sandra served our company and Hamilton Lanark Division as      
Commandant,  Commissioner, training organizer and served        
nationally as part of the training group, and latterly as National Vice      
President. There have been some bumps on the road but all in all I 
know there have many happy memories to take with you of your GB 
years and made many friends along the way.  As a company we 
thank you for all your hard work, wish you a long and happy         
retirement (although you are still going to look after our funds so 
maybe it is semi-retirement) and  remember you are always          
welcome to come to help us, in particular when we are cooking.  
 
Girls’ Brigade is now on holiday for the summer, although Duke of       
Edinburgh award expedition work will continue. We look forward to  
seeing the girls, old and new when we enroll on Monday 20th of 
August. 
 
Ann Price  
Captain 

 
 Notice Board   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May is Fibromyalgia Month 

Within our Church at Dalserf we have three families where each of 
them has a member of that family suffering from Fibromyalgia.  
Most people reading this will have never heard of it, yet it is a   
crippling disease which affects a great number of people. 

The month of May is Fibromyalgia month and groups are asking 
people to shine a purple light within their homes to support  
sufferers.  Alternatively you can purchase a Fibromyalgia pin and 
wear it to show your support, this is to try and bring more       
awareness of this crippling condition. 

Please remember these sufferers in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

Rainbow 

 
 
 

The time requires a rainbow.  
And an angel as my guide. 

To see me through the days of mist, 
And wipe the tears I cried. 

 
The dawn it seems to be hiding, 

And the fog has hindered my way. 
Each step is slow and painful, 

The darkness never turning to day. 
 

And each path I walk is daunting. 
No comfort and peace on my trail. 

Dreaming of some new shelter, 
From the rain and freezing gale.  

 
And silently I hold each moment, 

Wishing for that rainbow to grow. 
For the mist to clear and leave me, 

For the sunshine to ultimately show. 
 

And to make it back to the daylight. 
Hope the dawn can again be my own. 

And step within the sun’s warm sparkle, 
To find the rainbow has flourished and grown. 

 
So I hold on to the longings, 

And wait for the storm to fade. 
And search each day for the rainbow, 

To help end this aching crusade. 
 

And if tomorrow arrives with more weariness, 
May I keep in my heart the will? 

To remember that to walk is a blessing, 
To walk in pain and still smile - is a skill. 

 
  

       Poem by Louise Haddow 

Guild Report 
 

The Church Guild is now in recess till Sept 2018.  

However we held a successful AGM in March when all posts 
were confirmed as before 

President  Kay Blair 
Vice Pres  Margaret Watt 
Secretary Ann Carson 
Treasurer  Lily Budgell 
 

We held a very successful closing social on 28th March when 
we were entertained by the Jubilee Jammers. These ladies are 
responsible for the entertainment at the Jubilee Club held in 
Stonehouse Lifestyles, Stonehouse for dementia patients and 
their carers. A wonderful night was experienced by all and we 
would ask your support in the work of the Jubilee Club.  
 

Our outing is going to Glasgow Cathedral and the People’s 
Palace with Tea at the Chatelherault Inn on the way home. 
There is still places on the bus and we would welcome visitors. 
Please join us by giving your name to Ann Carson or Kay Blair. 

 

Kay Blair, President 

 “ I sought the LORD, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears “  

( Psalm 34:4 ) 



Minister 
Vacant 

Locum Rev. John Stevenson 

01698 817582 

Session Clerk 
Mrs Joan Pollok 

01555 860642 

joan.pollok@btinternet.com 

Depute Session Clerk 
Mrs Kay Blair 

01698 882499 

Presbytery Elder 
Mrs Elizabeth Lawson 

01555 771096 

Treasurer 
Bruce Archibald BDS 

01555 666007 

henry.archibald2512@btinternet.com 

Organist 
Mrs Fox 

foxattheden@musician.org 

Flowers 
Mrs Kay Blair 01698 882499 

Mrs RM Clarkson 01698 792628 

Church Officer (Rorison) 
Mrs Anne McHolm 

01698 886658 

Church Officer (Dalserf) 
Mrs Norah McGuckin 

4 Kirk Road, Dalserf 

01698 886089 

F.W.O. Convenor 
Mrs A Brown 

01698 632010 

Newsletter Editor 
David Gilchrist 

dalserfnews@gmail.com 

House Group Leader 
Mrs Lorna Brodie 

07906416564 

Fabric Convener 
Andrew Gilmour 

B.Ed., HNC, C&G 

01555 662238 

Child Protection 

Co-ordinator 
Joanna Gilchrist 

dalserfnews@gmail.com 

Bible Study Group Leader 
Rita Fairley 

01698 881160 

Roll Keeper 
Mrs Ann Price 

 

Hamilton Hall Bookings 
Bookings Secretary :  

Lorna Brodie 

07906416564 

lorna@brodie.myzen.co.uk 

Rorison Hall Bookings 
Bookings Secretary :  

Ann Price 

07535134971 

ann@cbbi.co.uk 

       C o n t a c t s    

          R o t a s    

 

Be ye our  angel  unawares  
I f  after  Kirk ye  b ide a  wee,  

There's  some would  l ike  to speak to  ye,  
I f  a fter  Kirk ye  r ise  and f lee  

We'  a l l  seem cauld  and st i l l  to  ye.  
The one that 's  in  the seat  with  ye  
Is  stranger here  than ye,  maybe.  

Al l  here have got  their  fears  and cares,  
Add ye your  soul  unto our  prayers,  

Be ye  our  angel  unawares  

 

Items for next Newsletter 
If you have any news or information that you wish to 
submit for the newsletter for May the deadline will be 

Sunday 13th of May 2018.   
 

Please contact the editor with your content by this 
date. 

“ But let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and     

quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of GOD ”   ( 1 Peter 3:4 ) 

6th May 

13th May 

20th May 

 Flowers 

Mrs A Warnock (Crossford) 

Mrs S Hoey (Larkhall) 

Mrs S Newlands (Dalserf Village) 

 Crèche 

as required 

as required 

as required 

Mr & Mrs Manson 

Mrs Budgell & Mrs Blair 

Mr & Mrs Archibald 

27th May Mrs J Anderson (Ashgill) as required Mr Johnstone & Mrs Kelly 

 Coffee 

3rd June Mrs L Lawrie (Dalserf) as required Mrs Clarkson & Mrs Gilmour 


