
June 2007 NewsletterDear friends,

The ground on which the new hall at Dalserf is being built was dedicated immediately after the service on Sunday 29th April. The building is taking shape before our eyes. The first phase of the Rorison Project having been completed we are awaiting a final inspection of the work in order to sign it off. As soon as that is done we can apply for grants for the second phase of the work which includes a new heating system and repair of the windows in the church and hall.

It can be difficult at times to keep in mind that the church is about people rather than buildings given the amount of time energy and money which the church puts into buildings, our own being no exception. Perhaps the Open Days can help a little in this respect. In spite of unusually cool weather there was a reasonable turnout for the Open Days which raised £1500 mostly of course on the Saturday. Once again we had the pleasure of meeting and conversing with an interesting selection of visitors which is without doubt the most endearing characteristic of the Open Days. I wish we had been able to keep some kind of log of visitors to the Open Days from the beginning. Some sign the visitors book, most do not but beyond the names and addresses are many fascinating details and stories. For example, a number of years ago one visitor was a daughter of Rev. Louis Watson minister of Dalserf during the Second World War. There was the gentleman from Lanark whose father had repaired the belfry clock as a gift to the congregation at the time of the Tercentenary (1955), and the man who had re-slated Dalserf Church roof in the mid 70's. On Saturday there was a lady from Australia, originally from Overtown, whose grandfather had sometimes played the organ at Dalserf in the 1930's. On Sunday there were folk from Belarus including a young girl who had played the violin at a concert in the SSEC the evening before. There have been scores of folk who were baptised or married in Dalserf or had parents or other family members who were, or had some interesting connection with the congregation or the parish or the building. We have had visitors from all over the world, and even if they have not come specifically for the Open Days we are very happy to welcome them, and by all accounts, I know that somewhere deep in the recesses of my memory and no doubt that of other members there are many other notable encounters which occurred through the Open Days.
On 2nd June I will have been minister of Dalserf for 25 years. The communion service on Sunday 3rd June, followed by a congregational lunch, will mark the occasion. The guest preacher at the service will be Rev. Ian Watson minister of Kirkmuirhill Parish Church. There will be no communion service at Rorison on that day.

Yours sincerely,
D. Cameron McPherson


Canine Award

Congratulations to Louise & Jimmy Lawrie on one of their Bullmastiffs Toccata, Torc to his friends, was Best In Show at the Bullmastiff Association Open Show held at St. Helens near Liverpool. His nephew, Dalbrae Allspice, pet name Jasper, has qualified for Crufts 2008 at his first Championship Show at just six months old.


Congratulations
Norman and Una Law who celebrated their Golden Wedding on 26th April.


Holiday Walk
Many thanks to all those who contributed to the above. £1300 was raised and will go to the  New Meeting Place Building fund.


Dalserf Parish Church
SUMMARY OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

OFFERING          £49189
FUND RAISING     £8943
TOTAL                £58132

EXPENDITURE     £65157

DEFICIT               £7025
 
Members, when joining the Church of Scotland, make a firm promise to give a fitting proportion of their money, time and talents to the church.
The Kirk Session and the treasurer are fully aware that, thankfully, there are members who's commitment in one or all these respects, far exceeds normal expectations. Much appreciation goes to those members for their efforts and for their example to others.

However, in view of the large financial deficit in this year's accounts, and for the two previous years, members in general are asked to review their own personal commitment regarding money, time and talents. New Bankers Order Forms are enclosed for your convenience.


CAN YOU BELIEVE IT!!
The Dalserf Recipe book is almost celebrating its 20th Anniversary. Published in 1988 it had a large circulation and raised a tidy sum for church funds.

Sheena and I think it is now time for a reprint and would like to encourage you all to donate a favourite recipe that is simple to make and delicious to eat.
We are aiming to have the reprint available for the September Open Days, so come on, thinking caps on, and give us recipes to get the taste buds sizzling.

Sheena & Andrew Paul
sheenapaul@talktalk.net / anpaul@talktalk.net


Newsletter
Share your news and views on a monthly basis.
Hand your articles to the editors personally or E-mail them to:
sheenapaul@talktalk.net or
anpaul@talktalk.net

Articles for Summer, newsletter are due on June 10th.
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